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Caleutta ity of 1936 truned  nto the centre of the people’s
upsurge of 1943-46 for the independence and soverciznty of the
subeontinent, A super-revelotionary prospect of peopic’s wnily
manifested here through the generad strike in support of the strike of
the wu_rk_érs of the Post and Telegraph department. The impcriﬂti.sl
rulers and the cotmunalist quarters of the vested inferests collected
0 shatter down this revolutionary solidarity. Though they were not
prepared for this sudden Tivl, the commuiists and other leftists and
demacratic freedom fighters resisted it as far as they could, A
communist youth, -deeply comected with the anti-rict activities,
namely Ashim Roy. wrote an epic novel about the city of Caleutta of
1946. The novel bears the name © Ekofer Katha The basic spart of
this novel was that of the united non-communal positions laken
Against communal riot: _ .
o [tis this Ashim Rey who achieved a reputation at later tincs
pariicularly as a writer of short storics. The book, Asking Ruver
Gerdpe, published by Manisha Prokashani in Caleutta in 1981
narrates the days and nights stimed with the hopes and pains of the
tieraes-and haroines of the revolutionary attempts of the communisis
of West Bangal and also of Fast Bengal or Bang-ladesh of the sixties
and seventies. Srdpocilt (Dusting off) is a bead in that string of
stories. : :
"Hln. pmm;:nnmt of Ehls story is one one-time brilliant student of
Presidency’ College dnd a bird of the Lefliss Communist storm. He
was injtjaged, into the conmunist movement in 1948 i Dhaka and
Caleutta jointly. But s story has. through disjointed memories,
qtlLl:u:[md upte the.middle of the scventics. Thal protagomist has by
t_h.:ﬂ Enm:_l:n_uken away witle the past and s busy doing a lucrative
Hol and household activites, The activites of 1948 are appearing
irrehevant to him. So. this protagonist then decides 1o seli off the old
bowks taken dewn. from the shelves. Sutdenly he awalkens fram his
sleep at muhl and. while seleting 1hrogh the books. decides 10 ki

Back ~ome to loescll os marks of memories. The =ton eids on this
nele ol wwnsion,

Co 3t has this story any emd? Wil this Cdustiog off and s
proulponists be, Reld together by sherer memories? Hasnt the
‘dusting olT felt behind any sizoal or material foe consideration in
the minds and activities of the generations connected with the
surroundings ol the cighlies awd mseties ol bulh the Bengals™ Tow
will the success.of Ashim Rov's creativity and stitving measured
today ari tomorrow? How will be the past be evaluated, how will be
the, communistic .ideas of the nineties combined with the bloody
harvest of the filties, sixties and seventies an the light of Ashin
Roy's dialectical compesitions and thoughts? The answer to this
question come out clear i we take cue from some ~other
contemporaries of him regardinge his suzgestion and messaze of
shedding and retaining. Let me first tell vou a litle abaut one of the
(aces [ am reminded of in this comnection at this moment.

An example is Satyendra Narayan Majumder, Of course, | am
here. through a quite brief account of the works left behind by
Satyendra Narayan  Majumder,  presenting A reflection and
assessment of the communist movement in a different emperament
and experience. Satyvendra Narayan was bomn in E9i{ and died in
1987. FHe had the storm-bitten life of a freedom Tightet. During the
Brinsh role, he. passed in jail the wvears 1934-450 e was
mdocirinaled to comwmism in the cellelur jait of the Andwmans in
1937, He built up the communist party and the movement of the tea-
plantaion- workers it F446, and the years 1949-32. he passed in jail.
He ad been g member of the Todian Rajyae Shava from 1952 0 1957
and a member of the West Bengal Lepistative Assembly from 1957
o 1962, Amidst all these activitics he porformed notable studies in
regional culture, particuledy Nepalese langoare and culture, He
probed into the depths of folk culture and national problem.
CUonllected in some books of cssavs are s thonghis and ideas abow
the people’s uprising [ur socialism, communism. national liberation
and  democracy of  the  century. The  boohs e entitled
Keolanfanglte, Mevasio Dristity Lokesgeshrics, Rehindvoerh ()
Blarcibiclve. Mavvivir e the foaiguonze Peoblear in fadio. In
sl of o Bevofiwiuneaee Tddeofoge elaabivgeapdncg Vool



Cefindor s fudl, Huwrae Bipdal Newasfoo Robimdranaifior Jihohed,
Feehindfenretfer Dbt adfifor. _

[1-is worth remembering in this cosnection that Satvendra
Naravan Maupumder was one of the major inienors and helmsmen of
the journal. Moelyayan. Thaw means that he comnected himsell with
the streant of uniting and exchanging of experimeniative Marxist-
Leninist opinions and resolving them, The only idea that can be
arrived at here is the wonderful one of how Satyendra Narayan
Majumder — a fighter for national lberation. engaged himseif, with
thoughts of commitment to socialism and with what elaborate
preparations, to the works of movement and organisation for it. And
one conclusion can be drawn very clearly ; the worldwide drive for
socialism, being connected with the struggle for democracy. did not
lake the shape of any scasoirat fashion or craze ia this subcontinents
or in the two Bengzals. The thought and project of socialism evolved
and gol arranged as the heart-centre of the people’s upsurge dirccied
towards breaking the temporacy palitical cordon of colonialist-
imperialist rufe, exploitaion and occu-pation. Almost al each step,
we had w pay for the errors. confusions. mechanical thoughts. aping,
luxities. eon-plagencies, and  distortions. Throuzh  evolution of
priginat thin-king. we had 10 achieve the spread and development of
the codified Marxist-Leninist thoughts. That's why, inspile of
divisions and schisms, bases for success of the strivinps and
strugzles were built up, and those bases got extended also.

The above-mentivmed currents of ‘dusting of and activities show
1]1‘11 the idea of jointng and uniting is not a daydream. Now,
therefore. 1 woukd mention two ipstances of little far-off places,
though they are of the same group.

Let me firgt tell you that in the early eighties. | came across a
book by Folia Green, The beok was entitled @ Thy Epemn (LS
f{uﬁm_ffafﬁ.ﬁh;. In readinge the baok, i1 appeared enigmatic lo me that
al the middle of the second half ot the twenlieth century. amidst
(uanrels and divisions among the socialists and communists, concept
al such a Lhdrﬂuu and such thoughts i the eommenist and
~in|.m|i5t camp hn..Ldmu.. possible. This preseniation by Felix Green |
lowst. hm its gist I wrote deswen i my r.ll.tn That entry T umy placing
Betire 'mu as il was

in the guestion of the peace -movement. Felix Gireen has
guoted from the writings of the authar of Musion wed feafine
andd 1he martyr, Christopher Caudthvill whe Tomght Tor ihe
People's Repablic Government of Spain and  against the
avuression of the avmy of the faseist General Franca. Green has
highlighted the opinions of Candwell. a member of the Brivish
Communist Parly,

The references made 10 the writings of Karl Mars in Felix
Green's hook prove a deep confidence in and solidarily with
them. He has ridiculed those western economists wha avaid
using concems like explmtalmn and 'class’. only because these
were used by Karl Marx. To Felix's judgement. Marx was such a

-preat writer and fighter as had nothing ron-objective in his
opinions.
Felix (ireens's opinions prove him to be a follower of Mao
Tse Tung and a supporter of Vietnam and Castro at the same
time. Parallely. he was a champion of the October Socialist
Revolution, It was his pride that the working people who had
achieved their rights throaeh the Oclober Revolution were the
first to send astronauts to the space.
Felisn Green's another identity is that he was a first-class
film-maker. e made films on the People's China and Yictnam.
Perhaps. because of our narrow division-mindedness. we did not
take into eognizance Felix Green's theoretical works and his film-
making, But. this man dud not care for thal. He did his part, said
what he had to say . Those works and words were about impartiakity
aboul aniting, Teodlay, we are resfising how far-stretching is the
importance of communist unity. 1 is in (his conngetion that we ean
come to a conclusion thar many others worked lor creating such
under-Mow of thousbts and weas. Naw, when a lot of harm has been
done due to errors and mechanistic ideas. we shall have 1o, to
compensate {or thal loss. find out the present presence and position
of Felix Gireew and sa many other simifar workers aned their works.
He shall have o aceept them campletely, by tas conncetion, ket me
present another mstance, This instance is Pablo Neruda,

In 197%, Jativo Shahity Prakasbani of Dkhaka published o book,
entithed Aetpreasdimeisi 13 Kedekiv Robine that comained selecred
writings ol the grew commuaist poet of Chiled Laiin America. Pablo



Neruda. N second edition came oot in 1987, 1t contains parts of
Nertila's memeirs and some fameus poems writlen beltre Neruda's
“death The memoir-part was translated by Mr. Mozanmel | lossain,
The translators of the pocms are Shamsur Rahaman, Shaheed Kadri.
Rafique Azad. Mandul Haque and Khan Mohammad Farabi.

As instances of the ":'-'.!Ctﬂhbl-t.l."ll'lI'I]LII‘II‘_'.I unity embadhied in the
harvest-soaked with our bload. 1 here guete from two places of
MNerudd's memoirs:
© 1) "The Faith of the huge working cluss, many ni rhem illierate.
in the Communists was born with Luis Emifio Recabarren, wha
bewan !m, striggles in that desent region, From a simple worker-
agitalor, an old time anarchisi. Recabarren hecame a phantasmagoric
and colossal presence. He filled the country with unions ‘and
tederations. Eventually he publishcd more than fifteen newspapers
devoted exclusively o the defense of the new organisations he had
created. All this without having a cent, The money was raised thanks
to the new conscience awakening amons the workers”,

. 2} "One morning m 1970 the. Secretary Genera! of my party (the
Communist Party} and some other comrades came 1o my sea-side
hide out. They offered me the proposal for Presidency of Chile,
There was no other alternative, (At that time there was no alternative
(o unity) . | accepted this proposal, There was a roaring impact —
but. news of joy came that very possibly Allende would he the
candidate of Popular Unity Block. Right on that moment [ withdrew
my LHI'IdI([dllII’E in support of Aflende.” '
~ e eommumist Party., of course, gat {ull suppart on the quc%Tmn
of 31¢_||_|1dmg by the sucialist header Salvador Allende. -Allende came
out victoricns. - 1973, an army group. which was a lackey to the
(18, :mpr.rmhs.m killed Allende and captured power. They interned
the poet in his dealhhul Neruda died alse in 1973, But, Chile has
freed. itselt from military rule throusgl general election and at a time
when i !he weslern huunplh.rf. in Europe, established socialism
!:yy,s__ldllr:n__uj _d_l$"l$_[t_: Here lies a simple question @ i Chile can shake
of [ within bwo decades” time. wore'n Breope stand up? 3

Translated by Kajal Bandyopadhayya.



